
NORWICH – UHS 
Chenango Memorial Hospital 
has been the site of a great 
deal of investment over the 
last decade.

Over $100 million worth, 
to be precise.

According to Richard 
Stone, who was recently 
promoted to Vice President 
of Support Services at the 
Norwich hospital, those 
investments have helped 
transform much of the hos-
pital’s first floor into flexi-
ble modern spaces includ-
ing a new Walk In Center, 
Emergency Department, 
an in-hospital MRI suite, 
consolidated Diagnostic 
Imaging, Cardiology, Cardiac 
Rehabilitation, laboratory, 
main entrance and more.

These developments are 
only Phase One of the hos-
pital’s multi-phase Chenango 
Medical Neighborhood Plan, 
which it embarked on with 
a goal of transforming its 
delivery of care to the greater 

Chenango community.
“Phase Two, which is 

now underway, will include 
the creation of a dedicated 
Women’s Diagnostic Imaging 
Center, an Infusion Center, 
a Medical Specialty Clinic, 
a new Medical/Surgical and 
ICU unit, and redevelop-
ment of the parking area and 
entrance facing South Broad 
Street, as well as the relo-
cation of UHS Orthopedics 
Norwich and General Surgery 
into the main hospital,” Stone 
said.

At the same time these 
enhancements to clinical 
spaces have been taking 
place, there has also been 
extensive investment into 
the facility’s infrastructure 
– including its HVAC, elec-
trical and other systems – to 
support current and future 
services at the Norwich hos-
pital.

“When we add it all togeth-
er, we’ve invested more than 
$110 million in this facility 
over the last decade,” Stone 
said.

These investments and the 

service enhancements they 
support have made a marked 
impact on the experiences of 
patients and their families.

“The feedback we receive 
on a daily basis from our 

patients and community 
reinforces our commitment 
to this transformation,” 
said Chris Kisacky, who 
serves as Vice President 
of Service Coordination & 

Development.
The investments are also 

helping UHS Chenango 
Memorial gain a competi-
tive edge when it comes to 
recruiting and retaining high 

quality staff and providers. 
The latter of which is often a 
challenge for rural hospitals.

“Since November, we’ve 
recruited eight new medical 
providers, four of whom have 
recently started in their new 
roles,” said Kisacky, who 
oversees provider recruit-
ment in partnership with 
Dr. Thomas Genese, UHS 
Chenango Memorial’s Vice 
President of Medical Affairs 
& Community Health 
Outcomes.

Those new providers 
include Dr. John Lalor, a 
family medicine physi-
cian based at UHS Primary 
Care Sherburne; Nurse 
Practitioner Sara Spaulding, 
who has joined the Walk-
In Center provider team; 
Physician Assistant Adam 
Lamont, a new addition at 
UHS Primary Care Norwich; 
and Dr. Bahman Sadeghi, 
an OB/GYN with the UHS 
Women’s Health Center in 
Norwich.

Over the next few months, 

CHENANGO COUNTY 
— Improve Norwich Now 
(INN) is a Norwich-based 
nonprofit that aims to support 
Chenango County by remov-
ing barriers and providing 
services.

Their mission statement is 
to “remove barriers and pro-
vide supports, so all commu-
nity members can reach their 
full potential.”

The organization strives to 
achieve this mission through 
literacy and housing initia-
tives, as well as by being 
the supportive base for other 
nonprofit organizations, such 
as Fostering Futures New 
York Chenango County 
(FFNYCC), the Paperback 
Book Exchange (PBX), and 
Aunt Mary’s House (AMH).

Literacy initiatives
One of the branches of the 

INN tree is their focus on 
literacy within the Chenango 
County community, which 
they promote through sever-
al initiatives.

Most notable are their 
One Community, One Book 
events, which are held in the 
spring and fall each year.

In the spring, INN part-
ners with the Norwich City 
School District to provide 

the event, which focuses on 
a chapter book for about a 
month.

INN Co-founder Jen 
Westervelt said students 
spend the month reading 
the book, and participating 

in a scavenger hunt around 
downtown Norwich, which 
has approximately 14 local 
businesses participating.

In the fall, INN takes the 
One Community, One Book 
event to Saturday in the Park 

with Chobani, where local 
children can listen to live 
readings of that year’s fea-
tured book and enjoy craft 
activities. The fall event also 
includes a scavenger hunt in 
downtown Norwich, which 

is available for one to two 
weeks.

Westervelt said they also 
collaborate with organiza-
tions like Guernsey Memorial 
Library and The Place for 
the fall event, and Emmanuel 
Episcopal Church generously 
donates the funds needed to 
purchase copies of the fea-
tured books.

Westervelt said in 2024 
they were able to add prizes 
to the event, thanks to the 
generosity of local vendors.

“We were able to ask those 
scavenger hunt locations if 
they would like to donate any 
items toward a prize,” said 
Westervelt. “Basically they’ll 
put the completed map into a 
collection box at the library, 
and then of those youth 
who complete the scavenger 
hunt – they need to visit at 
least seven locations – we 
ended up drawing two names 
because the businesses were 
so generous we had enough 
items to have two prizes.”

An exciting development 
for One Community, One 
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Improve Norwich Now held a symposium to give an update to the community on what they’ve been working on and their plans for 
the future with literacy initiatives, Fostering Futures, the Paperback Book Exchange, and Aunt Mary’s House. (Submitted photo)

Transformative years bring constant improvements to UHS 
Chenango Memorial Hospital

Dr. John Lalor - pictured at right with his UHS Primary Care Sherburne colleagues Mary Strong, 
FNP-C, and Dr. James Simcoe – is one of eight new medical providers recruited by UHS Chenan-
go Memorial Hospital since November. (Submitted photo)

Continued on page 48
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Leatherstocking Veterinary Group gives back 
with Angel Fund Donations

“As a small privately owned business, LVG is extremely grateful 
for the support of our local community.  We are pleased to 
donate a portion of the profits from our online pharmacy sales 
to our Angel Fund, supporting individual
animals in need and animal
related groups.”

LVG Leadership Team

Rover’s Do Over

Koop Wildlife
Rehabiltation

Athelas Therapeutic 
Riding, Inc.

The Humane Society of 
Rome

Leatherstocking Veterinary Services, New 
Berlin, Heritage and Marcy Vet clinics each 
chose a recipient based on their hard work, 
dedication and care for animals in our 
community. All four are doing outstanding 
work that LVG is proud to support!

New Berlin Vet Clinic Expansion

The current staff of 4 DVM’s, licensed Techs and 
support staff are excited and eager to move in to 
a sparkling new facility and provide excellent 
care! The current New Berlin Clinic will be 
renovated to house our central business offices 
that support all 4 clinics within LVG. 

The existing clinic was built in the mid 1960s 
mainly as a large animal clinic.  NBV outgrew the 
space and is now focused only on companion 
animals.  Now is the time to expand and provide 
a modern facility that will serve our growing 
community pet needs.  The new clinic will offer 
state of the art amenities for appointments, 
surgeries and comprehensive care in a 8,000 sq. 
ft. building.

New Berlin Vet Clinic will be 
opening the spring of 2025. 
Stay tuned for the grand 
opening!

New Berlin is accepting new clients 
newberlinvetclinic.com | 607.847.6118

Northeast Classic Car Museum had another 
outstanding year in 2024

NORWICH - In 2024, the Northeast 
Classic Car Museum saw a significant 
increase in admissions and group visits, 
from car club tours from across the Mid-
Atlantic States and Mid-Western States.  

This past year, the Northeast Classic 
Car Museum also saw an increase in visits 
from school groups from across New York 
State.

The Northeast Classic Car Museum 
(NECCM) continues to attract more vis-
itors each year and in 2024 had another 
outstanding year for admissions.  The 
NECCM continues to see an increase of 
visitors from outside of Chenango County 
and from across the United St ates. 

In 2024, almost 98% of the Museum’s 
visitors were from outside of Chenango 
County.  Approximately, 10% of the 
Museum’s visitors were from outside of 
the United States from Countries such 
as Canada, England, France, Belgium, 
Germany, Russia, China, Japan, Ireland, 
Australia, New Zealand and Israel.

The NECCM also continues to bring 
new and exciting exhibits to visitors. In 
2024, the museum unveiled a first of its 
kind exhibit with “Back to the 80s.”  This 

exhibit brings the newest vehicles to the 
Northeast Classic Car Museum.

The exhibit features 26 cars of the 1980s 
including the iconic DeLorean, the car that 
took Marty McFly to the past and future 
in the classic 80s movie trilogy, “Back to 
the Future.”  Other easily recognizable 80s 
cars include a 1984 Chevrolet Chevette, 
1984 Plymouth Voyager Minivan, 1988 
Pontiac Fiero, 1989 Ford Taurus SHO and 
many more. This exhibit will be on display 
through May 2025.

Thanks to the efforts of local business-
man, George E. Staley and his family, the 
Museum has grown into a major first-rate 
tourist destination. 

“The museum would never have made it 
to our 27th Anniversary year if it was not 
for our Donors, Exhibitors, Supporters, 
Volunteers, Staff and dedicated members 
of the Northeast Classic Car Museum’s 
Board of Trustees.”  Robert Jeffrey, 
NECCM executive director stated. 

 “The museum thanks the late George 
Staley who made our museum possible 
and to the Staley family for their contin-
ued support of our wonderful world-class 
museum,” Jeffrey added.   

In 2024, 35 volunteers generously donat-
ed over 4,300 hours of their time and 
energy to make the Northeast Classic Car 
Museum a great place to visit.  

Jeffrey stated “The number one factor to 
the Museum’s success is the level of ded-
ication displayed by the volunteers, staff 
and the Museum’s Board of Trustees.”  

The NECCM is an educational facility 
dedicated to the collection, preservation, 
and exhibition of vehicles related to the 
evolution of transportation, with particular 
emphasis on the role of the automobile and 
its impact on American culture.  

Additionally, it is the Museum’s mission 
to impact positively on the local economy 
and promotion of the region by bringing 
visitors to the area. 

The museum is open year round, seven 
days per week, except on Thanksgiving 
Day, Christmas and Easter Sunday. The 
museum is on one level, wheelchair acces-
sible and scooters are available.  

If you would like more information 
about volunteering at the Museum, call 
(607) 334-2886 or visit our website at 
www.classiccarmuseum.org

On October 9, the Northeast Classic Car Mu-
seum (NECCM) in Norwich, held the draw-
ing of the annual Ford Mustang Sweep-
stakes. Michael Abrams from Merrick, NY, 
was the lucky winner of the 2024 Red Ford 
Mustang Convertible. Pictured from L to R; 
NECCM Executive Director Robert M. Jef-
frey;  City of Norwich Mayor Brian Doliver; 
Chenango County Board Chairperson Jef-
frey Blanchard; Northeast Classic Car Mu-
seum Board President Edward O’Reilly; and 
Northeast Classic Car Museum Vice Presi-
dent RC Woodford. (Submitted photo)

CLIFF KETCHUM’S
BOOKKEEPING & TAX SERVICE

DON’T PAY MORE THAN YOU HAVE TO!!

“The Advice is Free, 
The Knowledge is 

Priceless”

You owe it to yourself, give us a call
334-3829

Accuracy & Knowledge = Peace of  Mind

 - We encourage dropping off your paperwork
 • Mail to 5 River St., Norwich, NY 13815  • Drop off at office

• Scan and email cketchum1@frontiernet.net

If you are looking for a new
tax preparer or need to do 1099s,

 Give Us A Call Today!

If you are 
looking to 
sell your 
farm, home 
or country 
property,
call today...

Sean Campbell
Realtor/Broker/Owner

Office: (607) 334-5555
Mobile: (607) 316-8587
Sean1realtor@gmail.com
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1) NORTH NORWICH TRANSFER STATION
– 6701 NYS Hwy 12, Norwich

M 8–noon, T-Sat 8–4

2) BRISBEN TRANSFER STATION
– 177 Coutermarsh Rd., Greene

M 8–noon, T-Sat 8–4

3) PHARSALIA LANDFILL
– 439 CR 47, Norwich

M–F 8–4, Sat 8–noon

Watch for upcoming recycling programs at the landfill and transfer stations.

Recycle The Right Way

#1 – see through plastic = #1 PETE
#2 – colored plastic jugs & bottles = #2 HDPE Colored
#2 – milky color plastic jugs & bottles = #2 HDPE Natural
#5 – tubs = #5 PP
all metal food & drink cans = Tin Cans
clear glass food & drink containers = Clear Glass
most wine bottles = Green Glass
most beer/yeast bottles = Brown Glass
junk mail/magazines/paper = Junk Mail
newspaper/pennysaver = Newsprint
cardboard boxes / kraft paper = Cardboard*

* Waxy or plastic 
coated cardboard 

is garbage.

All CLEAN
recycling is 

FREE!

Household Batteries
(just tape ends with clear tape)

Fluorescent Light Bulbs
(limit 2 per day per resident)

We Also Accept All Electronics

DID YOU KNOW?Cans of paint are accepted year-round at all three locations through 
PaintCare.  Visit 

PaintCare.org for more 
details!

Book is their new partnership 
with local children’s author 
Suzanne Bloom. Westervelt 
said they will be featuring 
one of Bloom’s books for the 
fall event each year, and she 
will be the guest reader at 
those events.

“Every fall, One 
Community, One Book will 
focus on a book that Suzanne 
Bloom has written. And 
we’re so glad to have her 
in that role because she is 
such a staple for our com-
munity. Such an embedded 
local positive influence who 
really cares so much about 
our community and about lit-
eracy,” Westervelt said. “It 
was a real win-win, because 
we’re honored to have her 
want to have that role, and 
she’s honored that we would 
like her in that role. So we’re 
just happy all around.”

In 2024, INN also revi-
talized their All INN for 
Reading Initiative. Westervelt 
said the program places bags 
and bins of books at local 
restaurants and businesses 
for children to read while 
parents shop or they wait for 
food at a restaurant.

“There are local businesses 
who have bags of books so 
that while people are vis-
iting the business, children 
can read. Several of our 
local restaurants have bags 
available and it’s worked out 
well that if children, while 
the food’s being prepared, 
[are saying] what do we 
do? Well, we could read,” 
said Westervelt. “So that’s 
something that we were very 

intentional about, restocking 
those bags and reconnecting 
with those business owners. 
So that has worked out well.”

Furthering their mis-
sion to improve literacy and 
remove barriers to literacy 
in the Chenango County 
community, INN brought the 
Paperback Book Exchange 
under their umbrella in 2023.

Paperback Book 
Exchange

The Paperback Book 
Exchange (PBX), located 

in Tabryn’s Marketplace at 
17-19 South Broad Street in 
Norwich, is a book trade-in 
service that allows area res-
idents to turn in their used, 
paperback fiction books 
printed in 2000 or later for 
store credit toward purchases 
of other used books supplied 
by PBX.

PBX Coordinator Kisten 
Giglio said they were close to 
shutting down before being 
brought into the INN umbrel-
la, and the partnership has 
allowed them to stay afloat 

while also further support lit-
eracy initiatives in the com-
munity.

“We exist because we’re 
able to be under INN, so 
we’re super thankful for that. 
I don’t know if we’d still 
be around if INN was not 
willing to be an umbrella 
organization for us. So we’re 
very, very thankful for that,” 
said Giglio. “So in 2024 we 
had a goal of staying solvent, 
and we did. We stayed afloat, 
we kept the Paperback Book 
Exchange open.”

The PBX supports the One 
Community, One Book event 
in the fall by providing vol-
unteers to help out, as well as 
being one of the locations for 
the scavenger hunt.

PBX also celebrated a year 
of successful Paint and Sip 
classes, which are held on 
the third Wednesday of each 
month. Giglio said the funds 
from these programs help to 
support the PBX, but they’re 
interested in putting some of 
the funds toward other com-
munity supports as well.

“We’re not making a ton 
extra a month, but there’s a 
little cushion there; what else 
could we support in the com-
munity?” Giglio said. “We 
have a little bit of a mon-
etary base, we could con-
tribute toward something. So 
we’ll start to look to expand 
and branch out and see what 
those things might be. I think 
that’s what we look at in 
2025.”

The Paperback Book 
Exchange is open Tuesday 
through Friday from 10 a.m. 
to 3 p.m., and from 9 a.m. to 
1 p.m. on Saturdays.

Books available at the 
PBX are priced at 50 percent 
of the cover price, with no 
books priced higher than $5. 
Individuals can also turn in 
their used paperbacks for 25 
percent of the cover price 
in store credit, or $2.50 for 
books priced over $10. The 
credit can be used to pur-
chase more books from PBX, 
or donated for future visitors 
to the store.

Fostering Futures
Another branch of INN 

is Fostering Futures New 
York Chenango County 
(FFNYCC), a nonprofit 
organization whose goal is 
to “support foster and kin-
ship families in building 
better futures and commu-
nity connections for children 
and youth,” according to 
Coordinator Cathy Albrecht.

The organization was cre-
ated by Welfare Research, 
Inc. (WRI), and implement-
ed through the Chenango 
County Department of Social 

Going all INN for community support -
Continued from page 43

Local children’s author Suzanne Bloom reading to children at an INN One Community, One Book event. INN has announced that 
Bloom will be their featured author for their fall One Community, One Book events. (Photo from INN)

Continued on page 46 
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Services (DSS). In 2019, DSS 
was tasked with finding a 
Chenango County nonprofit 
to run FFNYCC, and selected 
Improve Norwich Now (INN) 
to handle the program.

Since then, Fostering 
Futures has created sev-
eral teams with an average 
of five volunteers that each 
support a foster or kinship 
family through monthly inter-
actions, childcare assistance, 
homework help, assistance 
with minor household main-
tenance tasks, special events 
and activities, and more.

“People will say to me, what 
does an interaction look like? 
It depends. It depends on what 
the family needs, it depends 
on what the volunteers can 
do, it depends on hobbies 
and skill sets,” Albrecht 
explained. “Interactions can 
look anything like dropping 
off a dinner, grocery shop-
ping, helping with laundry, 
helping with small projects 
around the home, having a 
pizza delivered.”

“One particular team that 
I’m thinking about has a cou-
ple of volunteers that go over 
and have dinner with them, 
because the family really 
wants that social interaction. 
So it’s not just about dropping 
and going, it’s about building 
relationships with their fami-
lies,” she added.

Fostering Futures had a lot 
to celebrate in 2024, includ-
ing their fifth anniversary of 
supporting foster and kinship 
families, more than 15 chil-
dren in the FFNYCC program 
being adopted or permanently 

placed in loving homes, a suc-
cessful Christmas party for 
the families they serve, and 
overwhelming support from 
the community.

FFNYCC celebrated 
the holiday season with a 
Christmas party that provided 
a date night for foster and kin-
ship parents, a fun evening of 
activities for the kids, and an 
opportunity to partner with 
several other organizations.

The event was held at the 
Norwich Family YMCA, 
where Albrecht said they uti-
lized the pool, the community 
room, both gymnasiums, and 
the Kids’ Gym.

“We had our volunteers 
come and they hung out with 
the kids, and it worked out 
nicely because these are vol-
unteers that know the kids. 

So parents were very com-
fortable,” said Albrecht. “We 
had Santa Claus there, we had 
crafts, they got to play in the 
kids gym, swim, or play in the 
big gym, and some of them 
kind of did some of each, and 
Christmas carols and crafts.”

She said they received 
Christmas cookies donated by 
the Splendor Inn and a vendor 
in Sidney, and Nina’s Pizzeria 
donated pizza, chicken, and 
salad.

Albrecht said she was also 
able to utilize the help of 
Human Services students 
from the SUNY Morrisville 
Norwich Campus.

“Part of one of their proj-
ects was to find a need in their 
community and try to help 
solve it,” Albrecht explained. 
“They found that there were 

parents or people that need 
childcare, and it’s very expen-
sive.”

“So they were offering free 
babysitting, and I happened 
to see a flier come across 
my email through the Inter-
Agency Council, and I con-
tacted them and they sent 
three young college women 
and they helped with childcare 
and just playing. It worked out 
nicely, and it was another con-
nection,” she added.

Albrecht and Giglio, who is 
a Fostering Futures volunteer, 
said the work they do truly 
has an impact on the families 
and kids they serve.

“We had a match meeting ... 
so that means that the entire 
team is going into the foster 
family’s home, and it just so 
happened to be that three of 

the kiddos had been in a pre-
vious foster family, and they 
had a team,” Albrecht said. 
“When I came into the house, 
one of the young men I said, 
‘hey, do you remember me?’ 
He said, ‘I sure do.’ From 
August when I met him, he 
remembered me, he remem-
bered some of the volunteers, 
so our one interaction a month, 
our match meetings, whatever 
it is, they’re impactful to these 
kids because we’re positive 
core memories.”

Giglio said the commitment 
from volunteers is small, with 
each volunteer only spend-
ing an hour or so with their 
family each month. But with 
around five people on each 
team, the family is receiving 
support and assistance on a 
weekly basis.

“Because there’s people on 
the team, the foster mom gets 
support almost weekly. So that 
team concept and that kind 
of approach, you’re doing a 
piece of a much larger puzzle 
that really helps that family a 
lot. And it’s the simple little 
things like not having to cook 
dinner one night, or having 
games,” said Giglio.

Albrecht said these interac-
tions are “to be able to show 
these kids that these are the 
things that healthy families 
do, and healthy families are 
doing this with the support of 
this team because they need 
it.”

What’s more, the Fostering 
Futures program is complete-
ly free for foster and kinship 
families, meaning they get a 
network of support with no 
financial burden.

“I actually had a family 
about a month ago say to 

me, ‘well how much does this 
cost?’ And I said, ‘well it’s 
not going to cost you any-
thing.’ And she said, ‘well I 
had to ask this because my 
mother said there’s no way 
people would come do this for 
free. And I said, ‘yes there is, 
it’s called Fostering Futures,” 
said Albrecht. “It was kind 
of freeing to be able to say, 
it doesn’t cost you anything. 
It’s going to be so impactful 
for you, and it doesn’t cost 
[anything].”

Future plans
Despite their busy and 

successful year, INN has no 
plans to slow down. Looking 
into 2025, their goals are to 
recruit more volunteers, cre-
ate more teams for Fostering 
Futures, and continue to look 
for needs in the community 
they can help to address.

Improve Norwich Now, 
Fostering Futures, and the 
Paperback Book Exchange 
are all in need of volunteers, 
and are flexible with roles and 
time commitments to make 
volunteering work for anyone 
who wants to get involved.

“When we’re looking for 
volunteers, they don’t neces-
sarily have to be prepared to 
go onto a team and assist fam-
ilies. It could be they’re vol-
unteering to help with social 
media. We really need help 
with social media. It could be 
helping with graphic design. 
It could be helping with cel-
ebrations. It could be offer-
ing to assist with Saturday in 
the Park,” said Albrecht. “If 
somebody feels they have a 
calling or they have a talent 

Going all INN for community support -

WE WOULD LIKE TO SAY
THANK YOU TO OUR

MANY FRIENDS &
LOYAL CUSTOMERS.

WE APPRECIATE YOUR 
BUSINESS!

Gabe, Danielle and Family

Quality you can taste. Always fresh! Always delicious!

Roma
PIZZERIA & RESTAURANT

607-843-6555
2 Main St., Oxford
Open 7 Days A Week

Order Online at 
www.toasttab.com/

roma-pizza

www.romapizzeriaoxford.com

We look forward to serving you... 
order online, call ahead,

dine in or take out.
Thank you also to our dedicated

staff of employees. Glad you 
are on the Roma’s team!

Realtime Dixieland Band
Jazz - Blues

BOOKING NOW FOR 2025

Gary Solomon - Trumpet/Band Leader
Becky Sabin - Trombone
Matt Downey - Banjo/Guitar
Greg Maistros - Saxophone
Carl Pickett - Bass
Cathy Thielke - Drums

CONSIDER US FOR YOUR NEXT EVENT OR PRIVATE PARTY
Contact Gary Solomon at 607-316-4428

or email: gsolomusic@hotmail.com for future bookings or questions

- Oneonta O.W.I.
- Colesville
- Sidney
- Fort Plain
- New Woodstock
- New Berlin

- Unadilla
- Pathfinder Village
- Colorscape Chenango
- Greene Applefest 
- Chenango County 

Museum

2024 PERFORMANCES

Continued from page 45

The Paperback Book Exchange was brought under the INN umbrella and has flourished with 
their support. In addition to providing a used book trade-in service, PBX also hosts monthly 
Paint and Sip classes throughout the year. (Photo from PBX)

Call (607) 334-5055  |  www.staffworkscny.com

GIVE US A CALL TODAY!

24 Conkey Avenue, Norwich, NY 13815 
1st floor of the Eaton Center

245 Posson Road, Norwich, NY 13815
607-334-9727 or 607-316-6597
Kara Posson-Reed, Broker
Noah Posson, Licensed Salesperson
www.possonrealty.net   possonrealtyllc@gmail.com

Whether you are buying or selling,
Posson Realty LLC knows farms. 

Offering a specialized service devoted strictly to Agriculture.

Continued on page 47 



THE EVENING SUN - 47February 6, 2025 PROGRESS CHENANGO 2025

5345 State Hwy. 12, Norwich, NY  13815 • www.ge.com/careers • 607-335-5000

Unison Industries, a wholly owned subsidiary of GE Aerospace, is an equal opportunity employer.

Unison Industries designs and manufactures ignition systems and engine 
components for civil, military and industrial applications.

that they’re great at and they 
want to help, we’ll take it. 
We’ll figure it out.”

In 2024, Fostering Futures 
was contacted by local Boy 
Scout Drew Westervelt, 
who was interested in cre-
ating a recruitment video 
for the organization as his 
Eagle Scout project. The 
video can be viewed at 
ImproveNorwichNow.org/fos-
tering-futures.

Volunteers with Fostering 
Futures will be background 
checked, then trained and 
coached by FFNYCC staff. 
Individuals who are interest-
ed in volunteering can visit 
ImproveNorwichNow.org/fos-
tering-futures.

The Paperback Book 
Exchange is also seeking vol-
unteers to help run the store. 
Giglio said volunteers can 
work at the store as much or 
as little as they’d like.

“You get to pick and choose. 
We’ll take an hour, we’ll take 
ten hours,” she said.

Individuals interested in 
volunteering at PBX can con-
tact Giglio at 607-316-0999.

Improve Norwich Now 
is looking for volunteers to 
assist with a wide variety of 
tasks, such as social media 
assistance, tabling at local 
events, fundraising, coordi-
nating volunteers, and helping 
out at Aunt Mary’s House, 
which is now it’s own 501(c)3 
nonprofit.

Aunt Mary’s House will 
provide emergency and tran-
sitional housing for pregnant 
and parenting mothers aged 
18 and older. The organiza-
tion will connect them with 
resources such as healthcare, 

education, financial literacy, 
and more, and teach them life 
and parenting skills so they 
can become self-sufficient.

“Those volunteer oppor-
tunities range from people 
who are going to come and 
assist moms with some child-
care relief so that moms can 
take a shower or work on 
some homework, things like 
that. They range from that to 
women or men who are going 
to come and help with family 
meal opportunities, because 
we’re hoping that at least 
once a month we can have 
some volunteers come into 
the home and actually cook 
a meal alongside our guests, 
and then sit with them and 
have a family dinner togeth-
er,” said Westervelt.

“In addition, there could be 
opportunities for things like 
coming and checking smoke 
detector batteries, making 
sure the fire extinguishers are 
good to go. There’s a whole 
range of volunteer opportuni-
ties, and even back-end things 
like the social media updates 
and all of that. Advertising, 
fundraising, community rela-
tions. If you want to help, 
we’ll find a way.”

Those interested in vol-
unteering with Improve 
Norwich Now can visit 
ImproveNorwichNow.org.

Individuals who would 
like to volunteer with Aunt 
Mary’s House can visit 
AuntMarysHouse.net for a list 
of volunteering opportunities 
and applications.

In addition to their search 
for volunteers, Westervelt 
said their goal is to sustain 
the quality and success of 
their programs and initiatives, 
while also being open-mind-
ed to any new opportunities 

that arise.
“Keep being open-mind-

ed to new branches that may 
grow off the trunk of that 
tree, because you never know 
where the interconnections 
may happen,” said Westervelt. 
“But at the same time, it is 
important to know your mis-
sion and vision and make sure 
that you are connecting with 
opportunities that are going 
to further that mission and 
vision.”

“We have just grown so 
much so quickly, that our 
focus right now is sustaining 
the quality and success of 
what we have developed,” she 
added. “We’re always looking 
for team members to join our 
efforts. We’re so diversified, 
there really is something for 
everyone. So we’re just look-
ing to focus on building the 
good that’s already happened 
to make sure that we can sus-
tain that level of quality.”

For more information on 
Improve Norwich Now, visit 
ImproveNorwichNow.org or 
the Improve Norwich Now 
Facebook page.

For more information on the 
Paperback Book Exchange, 
visit the Paperback Exchange 
Facebook page.

For more information on 
Fostering Futures New York 
Chenango County, visit 
ImproveNorwichNow.org/fos-
tering-futures.

For more information on 
Aunt Mary’s House, visit 
AuntMarysHouse.net or the 
Aunt Mary’s House Facebook 
page.

QUALITY
PRE-OWNED

CARS & TRUCKS

At the light in Downtown Oxford

LLC

Complete
Mechanical Service

Complete Auto
Collision Service

Please Remember To Shop Locally!

www.oxfordmotorsllc.com

Continued from page 46
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Over the last decade, UHS Chenango Memorial Hospital has invested over $110 million in infrastructure and capital improvements at its Norwich campus.

Transformative years bring constant improvements to UHS Chenango 
Memorial Hospital -

Continued from page 43

Located at 90 Borden Ave., Norwich

607-316-8512
 GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE

UNLIMITED TANNING
*per week for 4 weeks. Limited time offer.

$50*

Alexa Phelps
Licensed Cosmotologist
Call or Text for an 
appointment  
607-373-0819

Melissa Stagnaro
Intuitive Energy Healer
Call or Text for an 
appointment  
607-316-7857

Dinnett Moore, LMT
Massage Therapist
Call or Text for an 
appointment  
607-226-1797

Teresa Trask
Licensed Cosmotologist
Call or Text for an 
appointment  
607-316-8512

Building The Future. Restoring The Past. 
Come Home To Quality.

––– 607-371-4259 –––
(Norwich & Surrounding areas)

Remodeling Kitchens, Baths, Flooring, 
Painting, Etc. All Areas Of Interior Work.

Free Estimates

245 Posson Road, Norwich, NY 13815
607-334-9727 or 607-316-6597
Kara Posson-Reed, Broker
Noah Posson, Licensed Salesperson
www.possonrealty.net   possonrealtyllc@gmail.com

Whether you are buying or selling,
Posson Realty LLC knows farms. 

Offering a specialized service devoted strictly to Agriculture.

SERVING DINNER
Tuesday - Saturday, 5 pm - 8 pm

SUNDAY
CHAMPAGNE BRUNCH

9:30 am - 1:30 pm
*Reservations Appreciated*

We serve the 
BEST STEAKS

in town!
Chicken Wings, Seafood and more.

Join us for Dinner

Taylor’sCountry House
297 St. Hwy. 320,
Norwich, NY
607-336-9719

Est. 1961

there will be new additions 
in Pediatrics and Nephrology, 
as well as two new providers 
in Cardiology, according to 
Kisacky.

“A robust medical staff is 
a hallmark of a high quali-
ty, high reliability healthcare 
organization and is a criti-
cal factor in maintaining and 
growing access to vital ser-
vices in Chenango County,” 
she said. “We’re thrilled to 
welcome these new additions 
to support our mission.”

Even with these successes, 
however, Kisacky knows her 
work isn’t done. There are 
still a number of physician 
vacancies left to fill, and a 
few key members of the med-
ical staff nearing retirement.

“We are able to fill some 
of those gaps with locum 
tenens,” she said, a term 
used for visiting physicians. 
“However, that’s only a tem-
porary solution.”

Kisacky and her colleagues 
have spent nearly a year and a 
half working on a longer-term 
strategy to address the hos-
pital’s physician recruiting 
needs. Just last week they 
received news that could be a 
game changer in that regard: 
UHS Chenango Memorial’s 
plan to start a new Rural 
Family Medicine Residency 
Program has received 
accreditation through the 
Accreditation Council for 
Graduate Medical Education.

“Graduate Medical 

Education is the vital step 
in a physician’s professional 
development that takes place 
between medical school and 
autonomous clinical prac-
tice,” Kisacky explained. 
“This is where residents learn 
to provide optimal patient 
care under the supervision 
of faculty members who not 
only instruct, but truly serve 
as role models for them.”

In addition to the impor-
tance of this time to a new 
physician’s development and 
foundation in their career, the 
new program will also bene-
fit the hospital long-term.

“This will help us establish 
a new recruiting pipeline, 
elevate care in our commu-
nity, and positively impact 
our image and reputation as a 
healthcare organization,” she 

explained. 
According to Kisacky, the 

hospital plans to welcome its 
first cohort of residents in 
mid-2026. In the meantime, 
there is still work to be done 
to prepare for the launch 
of the program – including 
recruiting a program director. 
Dr. Jocelyn Young, Program 
Director for the United 
Health Services Hospital’s 

Residency Program, is filling 
that role on an interim basis.

“We’re very thankful for 
the support and collaboration 
we receive from our partners 
at UHS,” she said.

Phases One and Two of 
the Chenango Medical 
Neighborhood Plan are part 
of a pattern of transforma-
tional investments happen-
ing across the United Health 

Services footprint, a major 
milestone in which was the 
grand opening of the new 
UHS Wilson Main Tower last 
year.

“It’s an exciting time for us 
at UHS Chenango Memorial 
Hospital, and across UHS,” 
Kisacky said.
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Hours: Mon., Tues., Wed., & Fri. 10 am-5 pm; Thurs. 10 am-6 pm; Saturday 9 am-1 pm

116 WARN POND RD., OXFORD - CALL FOR A FREE ESTIMATE 607-843-9834

COME TO THE #1 DESIGN CENTER IN CHENANGO COUNTY.
Our designers have over

50 years of combined experience.

BUDGET TO CUSTOM,
WE CAN HELP!

Call or stop in today 
to start your dream kitchen or bath.

Flooring • Windows
• Shower Doors 
• Countertops-

Corian, Quartz, Granite & Laminate

• DOCKS • CARPORTS  • GARAGES  • UTILITY & AGRICULTURE BLDS.

• VINYL FENCE  • ALUMINUM FENCE • CEDAR FENCE

• VINYL RAILING  • ALUMINUM RAILING

• COMPOSITE DECKING  • POLY DECKING

FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED IN OXFORD SINCE 1989

YOUR COMPLETE 
BIG/LITTLE
HOME CENTER

Proudly 
Celebrating 
36 Years in 
Business

• WINDOWS • DOORS • SIDING • AWNINGS
• SCREEN & 3 SEASON ROOMS • SHEDS • PERGOLASAsk about 

our 

Contractor 

Referral 

Program

LOOKING FOR A NEW KITCHEN OR BATH...

Kitchen Cabinets & Vanities
Omega Framed
Omega Full Access Frameless
WF Cabinetry
WF Capital
JSI Cabinetry
Cubitac Cabinetry
Avance Cabinetry
US Cabinet Framed
US Cabinet Frameless
Backwoods Amish Built RTA
Kitchen Kompact
Amerock Cabinet Hardware
Wurth Cabinet Hardware
Richeliu Cabinet Hardware
Rev-A-Shelf Cabinet Accessories

Outdoor Kitchens
Open Air Outdoor Cabinetry
Rock Run Aluminum Cabinetry

Countertops
WilsonArt Quartz
Silestone Quartz
Hanstone Quartz
Dekton
Sensa Granite
Coran Solid Surface, Quartz & Endura
Laminate - Custom & Postform
MSI Quartz

Vanity Tops
Quartz & Granite 
Remee Cultured Marble, Granite, Quartz
Stone Central Granite or Silestone
Samuel Mueller Solid Surface
Swanstone Solid Surface

Ceramic Tile & Stone
Florida Tile - Wall, Floor, Backsplash
Merola Tile - Wall, Floor, Backsplash
Lungaro Backsplash & Specialty Tile
Earthen Treasure Granite, Marble, Stone Tile

Sheet & LVT Flooring
IVC Flexitec
Tarkett Fiberfloor
Floornation LVT Glue Down
Congoleum Triversa LVT Click
NextFloor StoneCast LVT Click
NextFloor Scratchmaster LVT Click
H*Flor Pikes Peak Click
H*Flor PRESTG Artistry Glue Down/Click
Trillium Cerameta LVT Glue Down
Generations Lineage LVT Glue Down

Flooring
BSL Hardwood
Elite Advantage Engineered Hardwood
Advanced Edge Sports Flooring

Carpet
NRF Select Carpet
Carpet Tile - Commercial & Residential
Indoor/Outdoor Carpet
Foss Carpet Tile
NEFS Carpet

Shower & Tub Walls
Samuel Mueller Solid Surface
Swanstone Solid Surface
Fibo Laminate
Wedi Tub & Shower Systems
Certified Wedi Pro Shower System Dealer

Shower Doors
Century Bathworks Shower Doors
Arizona Shower Door
Samuel Mueller Shower Doors

Samuel Mueller Bath Accessories
Grab Bars, Shelves, Towel Bars, Hooks, 
Shower Niches/Storage Pods,
Shower Seats - Fixed & Stand Alone

Maidstone Claw Foot Tubs, Kitchen & Bath 
Oak Pointe Stair & Railings Components

Wood, Metal, Cable

CycloVac Central Vacuum Cleaners

Railings & Porch Posts
Superior Plastics Vinyl
Superior Plastics Cable
Keylink Aluminum
Keylink Aluminum Cable
Eastern Illusions Vinyl Railings
Eastern Ornamental Aluminum
Evolve Solid Plastic Railings

Decking
Clubhouse Cellular PVC
MoistureShield Composite
Evolve Solid Plastic Lumber & T&G Decking
Renew Decking & Trim
Rhino Armadillo Decking
TruNorth Composite
Duxxbak Composite Decking
Aeratis Cellular PVC Porch Flooring
Siberian Larch Wood Decking
Western Larch Wood Decking
Lunawood Thermowood Decking
Tropical Hardwood Decking
Southern Yellow Pine Porch Flooring
Western Red Cedar Boards, Decking, Siding
Trimax Plastics Structural Plastic Lumber
ZipUP Underdeck Ceiling Panels

Fencing
Superior Plastics Vinyl
Keylink Aluminum
Masterlink Chain-link
Eastern Illusions Vinyl Fence
Eastern Ornamental Aluminum
Eastern Cedar

Siding
Royal Vinyl Siding
Foundry Vinyl Shakes & Siding
MidAmerica Shutters & Siding Accessories
Koma Cellular PVC Boards & Trim
Metal Sales Steel Roofing & Wall Panels

Awnings - Retractable, Window,
Door Pergolas, Sun Shades, Canopies

Aristocrat Awnings
Sunair Awnings
Agecraft Aluminum Awnings

Screen & 3 Season Rooms
Ballew’s Aluminum Screen Rooms
Ballew’s Alum. Carport & Patio Covers
Ballew’s Mobile Home Roof Overs
Ballew’s Aluminum & Vinyl 3 Season Rms
Aristocrat Aluminum & Vinyl 3 Season Rms

Outdoor Patio & Stone Veneers
Adorn Firepits, Planters & Pavers
Genstone Veneer Panels
Adorn Mortarless Stone Panels
Interceramic Ledger Stone
Slimstone Stone Veneer Sheets

Boat Docks
Tommy Docks & Accessories
Techstar Dock Floats
Dockmaster Boat Ramps
DockEdge Dock Components & Accessories
American Muscle Dock Components & 
Accessories

Doors & Windows
NC Fiberglass & Steel Entrance Doors
Wood & Molded Prehung Interior Doors
Woodgrain Interior & Exterior Wood Doors
National Vinyl Sliding Doors
Larson Storm Doors
National Vinyl Replacement Windows
National Vinyl New Construction Windows

American Steel Carports, Garages, Ag Blds 

Catskill Sheds & Garages

GREAT FINANCING 
OPTIONS AVAILABLE

available to qualified buyers.
Stop in for details.


